
	  
Wow, we’re here. It’s January, 2016. Last year was full of big changes – highs and lows, ends and beginnings, 
feeling different, and feeling loved. For a lot of those feelings, I have the YAGM program and my communities 
here and at home to thank. So, THANK YOU for being part of my life and keeping me and my fellow YAGMs 
and community members in your prayers! 
 
The past couple months have been so full! November and 
December were times of high activity at my sites, as we 
prepared for and finished up the school year. In mid-
November, the Argentina/Uruguay YAGMs enjoyed a 
beautiful retreat to the Misiones province of Argentina, 
where we stayed on an organic farm called La Lechuza, 
experienced the benefits of sustainable living, unplugged, 
and recharged. It was a beautiful experience to be with my 
“Quirky Bunch” of 7 volunteers, and to give lots of hugs to 
the newest member of the group, Krystle and Ignacio’s 
little Emilio! Congratulations on your beautiful family! 

 
During the retreat, I reflected a lot on my time here so far, and 
loved sharing stories with my country group. Being a volunteer 
is definitely a wild adventure! After the retreat, we took a short 
trip to Iguazú Falls in northern Argentina. It was breathtaking. 
As we were getting sprayed by one of the largest waterfalls in 
the world, we gathered 
around and shared a 
prayer of thanks. I am 
so blessed to be here, 
and to get to know 
such an amazing 
group of people! After 

our journey, I was home for less than a week before leaving to go for a 
weekend summer camp (in December!) with the kiddos from the Club 
de Niños program at La Obra. It was so much fun to spend time with 

Feliz Año Nuevo! 
For those of you new to 
the newsletter, I am 
serving as a volunteer 
with the Young Adults in 
Global Mission program 
in Montevideo, Uruguay. 
My main roles are 
accompanying a 
community organization 
that works with kids, 
teens, and women – La 
Obra Ecumenica Barrio 
Borro, along with the 
Lutheran congregation of 
Nuestro Salvador and their 
diaconal mission projects 
in a neighboring town. 

A beautiful sunset as Pr. Octavio and I visited with families in Colonia Nicolich, an 
area outside of Montevideo where our congregation does diaconal work 

After a Sunday Service with my congregation 

Early	  Thanksgiving!	  

Iguazú	  Falls!	  



the team and the kids outside of our usual setting. We all loved being at the beach and exploring a new place 
together, and I think it was a great way to continue building our community.  

 
After the campamento (camp) all of the 
programs at La Obra participated in a giant 
presentation of the work they had done 
this year. The younger kids presented songs 
and dances, the teens from Casa Joven 
displayed their artwork, cooking, and other 
works, and there were pictures and 
presentations from all of the programs out 
for family and friends to enjoy. The night 
ended in fireworks and celebration – such a 
beautiful way to close out the year!  

 
 
 
 
 
 
Every day, Myrta and Fernanda greet me with big kisses and hugs 
when I walk through the door at La Obra Ecumenica Barrio Borro. 
Sometimes we talk about our families, their grandkids, how crazy it 
is that I still drink coffee in the summer, or I’ll just listen to their 
hilarious commentary on life. Myrta, on the left, has worked at La 
Obra for 7 years, and Fernanda, on the right, for one year. They are 
both from the neighborhood where they work.  
When asked their favorite thing about their community, Myrta 
says, “I love this neighborhood. Even though nobody likes it, I 
love it.” Fernanda chimes in with, “I love the way the city looks at night. It’s all lit up, you can go to La Rambla 
(the path along the beach), and it is just beautiful.” When I asked what they want people from the US to know 
about Uruguay, these were their responses. Fernanda: “Solidarity. If something happens, people are always there 
to help each other. Always giving a hand. When I leave my house, I leave the door open. I am always welcoming 
the people from all over.” Myrta: “We are a small country. A lot of people think we’re part of Argentina, but 
we’re not. We receive with mucho cariño the people that we are sent from all over. If anyone wants to come and 
see Uruguay, come and visit! We will welcome you with open arms. We’re very affectionate and warm. If we 
have to help someone, we help them.”  
 
I have certainly found this to be true. I was 
warmly welcomed into the home of a family I 
barely knew for Christmas, and have 
consistently been welcomed into homes of new 
friends to cook meals together and talk about 
life. I am so grateful for this community, and 
can’t wait to see what lies ahead! 
 
If you have any questions, send me an email! I 
would love to talk to you! heidi.gerrish@gmail.com 

Meet My Community! 
Myrta	  and	  Fernanda,	  Maintenance	  Staff	  at	  La	  Obra	  

My blog link: http://sehacecaminoYAGM.wordpress.com 
To make a donation to the YAGM program: http://community.elca.org/yagm/give 
Prayer Requests: For my fellow YAGMs to find the beauty in their daily lives, along with all of you at home! For a strong 
start to 2016, for peace and comfort to those who are struggling, and for gentle reminders that we are loved. 

I WISH YOU ALL A HAPPY NEW YEAR! 

Club	  de	  Niños	  end	  of	  the	  year	  party	  

1st	  and	  2nd	  graders	  during	  their	  
end	  of	  the	  year	  performance	  

We	  made	  these	  props	  
together!	  	  	  


