
 
 
I can’t believe it’s May already – time is flying! The school year starts up in March here, since we’re in the 
southern hemisphere. These past couple of months at La Obra have been filled with getting to know the 
new kids and teens, becoming more involved in the planning of workshops and activities, and enjoying our 
time together. This year I’m working with the teenagers in the morning in the Casa Joven program, mainly 
spending time in tutoring and teaching reading, math, and English in the study center. In the afternoons I’m 
participating with Club de Niños, an afterschool program for kids ages 6 to 12. I participate in the health, 
school support, and organic gardening workshops on Monday, Wednesday, and Friday. On Tuesday and 
Thursday we take the kids to a pool about 40 minutes away on the city bus. It’s been so much fun being able 
to more easily communicate and connect with the kids and teens in La Obra’s programs, and with the staff! 
I love spending my weekdays with this organization, learning, participating, and making friends.  
 
Nuestro Salvador and “El Sembrador” 
Our congregation is spread out over a few different sites, and it has 
been such a treasure getting to know the members of the Nuestro 
Salvador community all over! Once a month Octavio and I take 
the 1.5 hour bus trip to Jaureguiberry, a town up the coast from 
Montevideo. We are received with warm hugs, coffee, and 
homemade goodies as we share in worship with a lively and 
welcoming group of neighbors. Octavio leads us in prayer and 
gives a sermon, we take communion, I play the guitar, and we read 
the Bible in a round so that everyone is involved. Each month 
someone new hosts the service in their home. Here’s a picture of 
the group from our gathering in April. 
 
El Sembrador is one of the main diaconal projects of the congregation, which I mentioned in my last 
newsletter. They are a hardworking group of neighbors who volunteer their time to give workshops, 
fundraise, and host events in their community (a neighborhood about 40 minutes outside of Montevideo 
called Colonia Nicolich). About once a month we worship in their building as well. I’ve been given the 
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privilege to teach my own workshop on physical expression there each Thursday afternoon. I love spending 
time with the kiddos who come to dance, stretch, and play games. The children, parents, and other adults in 
the neighborhood have welcomed me in with open arms, making me feel like I’m home, even though I’m 
far away from family. I am so thankful for this group of kind hearts! Pictured on the left is a snapshot from 
one of my workshops, everyone stretching and being a little goofy. On the right is a note one of my 
students had written on the chalkboard “te amo Jeidi” (I love you Heidi). It’ll be so hard to leave! 

 
 
Solidarity  
The weather in Uruguay was intense this April, with constant rain for weeks, flooding in many parts of the 
country, and a tornado in a city called Dolores. When the people I live with here heard about the tragedies, 
they immediately went to work, searching the house for things they could donate and ways they could 
become involved in the aid efforts. In El Sembrador, volunteers got together to sell torta frita and raise 
money for the cause. A social worker friend of mine took time off from her job to talk with the people 
there. It is incredible to see the ways people get together to help each other and donate in whichever way 
possible. Solidarity is something that has been mentioned and shown to me since I got here, and is 
something most Uruguayans that I’ve met take very seriously. Especially in areas that have little material 
goods, people band together for the good of their neighbor. It reminds me of something we talked about in 
church recently; we need to love others not as we love ourselves, but as God loves us. Let’s try to live this 
out in our daily experiences. 
 
Friends on the Street 
Here is Gustavo, who greets me every morning at the bus stop 
with a smile, conversation, and sometimes a treat from his 
stand. One of YAGM’s main focuses is accompaniment, and 
I’ve been spending the last 8 months trying to figure out what 
that means. Sometimes it means sitting with a friend and 
drinking mate. It can be listening to the stories of neighbors at 
El Sembrador. Twice a week, it’s braiding hair for the girls 
when they’re done swimming. It’s also been connecting with 
the people I see day-to-day, like the street vendors near my 
house. I know that when I get home from La Obra, a caring 
woman named Yolanda will talk to me about life and serve me 
a warm torta frita on my sidewalk. Community and friendship 
can be found in places you least expect.   

Prayer requests: For continued support to the victims of natural disasters, that we remember to take time to breathe 
and be present, for the YAGMs around the world as we near the end of our time in our placements, and for the new 
YAGMs as they begin preparing for their year of service! (Especially my sister – I love you, Julie!) 
Blog address: sehacecaminoYAGM.wordpress.com 
To donate to the YAGM program: http://community.elca.org/yagm/give 

Thank you so much for your love and support!! Abrazos y besitos desde Uruguay! 


