
	  
	  

“Che, qué calor!” I have been hearing this phrase constantly for the past two months. The closest translation 
would probably be: “Dude, this heat!” but my fellow Uruguay YAGM agreed that there’s no good way to 
translate it. January and February were both quite warm here in Montevideo, which was a welcome change 
from how cold it was when I got here! Even though I’m used to the heat, summer here is very different than 
summer in Phoenix, AZ. This season has made me super thankful for fans, refreshing fruit, and the cold 
grapefruit soda (pomelo) that is very popular here. Yum!    
 
January is summer vacation time in Uruguay, so most places were closed, and it seemed like almost the whole 
city was gone. I was able to use this time to hang out with friends here, enjoy visits from loved ones, practice 
music, dance with kids in Colonia Nicolich, and explore the country some more. Let me tell you, Uruguay is a 
beautiful place! It was a huge blessing to have some relaxation time and prepare myself for this next half of the 
year. I can’t believe how fast it’s moving! 
 
La Obra Ecuménica Barrio Borro 
 
La Obra was closed in January along with most places for summer vacation. In 
February, we started back up a little with the Club de Niños, a program for kids 
ages 6 to 12. Mondays were planning meetings for the staff, Tuesdays and 
Thursdays were mornings at the beach with the kiddos, Wednesdays were 
sleepovers, and Fridays we played water games. It was a great chance to spend 
time with the kids and organize for this year’s activities! On February 29th we 
started back up with regular programming. This year, I will be participating in 
the health workshop, tutoring, and gardening with Club de Niños, and will also 
be involved with Casa Joven, the before school program for teens. 
 
Nuestro Salvador // El Sembrador 
 
This summer we’ve had pretty low activity at the church, but I have enjoyed participating in the Sunday 
services and learning more church songs in Spanish. During the past few months I have gotten a lot more 
involved in one of the Nuestro Salvador’s diaconal ministries: “El Sembrador.”  
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El Sembrador is a community center in Colonia Nicolich, a 
town about 30 minutes outside of Montevideo. Nuestro Salvador 
started the project and supports it, but community 
involvement drives the work there. I have been blessed to get 
to know the adults and kids who dedicate their time to giving 
the youth from Colonia Nicolich a different place to spend 
time, learn new things, and form a stronger community. In 
December I started giving a dance class there, which has been 
a lot of fun. This summer I was invited to participate in 
rehearsals for the group’s carnaval parade, and from there have 
enjoyed building stronger relationships with the community 

members. It’s incredible feeling so at home in this new place, and I will not be able to thank the families in 
Colonia Nicolich enough for their kindness.  
 
We had a fundraising festival there in February for El Sembrador, and were able 
to take the kids on a few paseos (field trips) during their summer vacation. We 
went to the beach, to a big park in Montevideo, and to the Estadio Centenario 
– a huge soccer stadium built in the 1930s. We even got to go on the field! 
Enjoy a selfie of a few of us sitting in the player’s seats. 
 
February Retreat in Colonia Valdense 
 
It was another blessing to meet up with my fellow YAGMs on the organic farm and 
retreat center Centro Emmanuel in Colonia Valdense, Uruguay for a few days in February. We shared 
stories, songs, delicious food, worship, fellowship on the beach, and even participated in a day of silent retreat. 
The retreat offered a great sense of renewal and a time of reflection. I love seeing how everyone is doing and 
hearing about all of our sites! It’s also always a treat to share time with our country coordinators and their 
precious little one. I am so thankful for my Quirky Bunch!   
 
Daily Life 
 
The biggest cultural component of summer here is Carnaval. 
Uruguay has the longest carnaval in all of South America – it starts 
at the end of January and lasts all of February too! The festivities 
begin with a parade down one of the main streets in Montevideo, 
18 de Julio. People from all over come to watch all of the groups 
that will be performing and competing throughout the season 
dance, sing, and play the tambores (drums) through the city. After 
this first parade, the shows begin. Every night for about 40 nights, 
groups perform on at least 4 different tablados (stages) throughout the city. I was able to see two of the big 
parades, and a performance of humoristas – a group of people performing a skit, songs, and dances. The second 
parade was my favorite. It’s called the Llamadas or “callings,” where groups of drummers and dancers perform 
candombe music through the old part of the city. I encourage you to look up Uruguayan carnaval, it is filled with 
beautiful colors, sounds, and energy! 

Setting	  up	  for	  Carnaval	  –	  kids	  
and	  dogs	  everywhere!	   	  	  

Prayer requests: For a strong start to the year for my communities here; for the YAGMs around the world to feel 
peace and connection; for all of us to be present in our daily lives, and to enjoy BEING. 
Blog address: sehacecaminoYAGM.wordpress.com 
To donate to the YAGM program: http://community.elca.org/yagm/give 
 
Thank you so much for your love and support!! Abrazos y besitos desde Uruguay! Que pasen muy lindo! 


